
JUST FORTY WORDS

On my honor, I will do my best 
to do my duty to God and my Country, 

and to Obey the Scout Law, 
To help other people at all times, 
To keep myself Physically Strong,

Mentally Awake, and 
Morally Straight. 

Just forty words. The Scout Oath is just forty
words long, but in these concise phrases are the

values and ethical standards that have molded
generations of boys into a special breed of men;
responsible and responsive, capable of leader-
ship, yet trained in teamwork, able to adapt and

face the changing challenges of their times. The
unique strength of the Scout ethic is that it

remains as relevant today as it was in 1910. And, if
ever there was a need to develop men who can
overcome challenges, it is now. Our world is

changing faster than ever before, for both good
and bad. The seeds of the future are already

sewn. What the BSA does for each boy, it does
for the man he will become. In doing so, Scouting

paves the way for individuals along the 
road of life. 
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